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Rock the Vote Media Spokespeople

To arrange interviews with Rock the Vote spokespeople or other young leaders please contact Chrissy Faessen at chrissy@rockthevote.com or 202-719-9941.
Heather Smith, Executive Director, Rock the Vote

Rock the Vote is a national organization at the intersection of youth, politics, popular culture and technology. Rock the Vote’s mission is to build the political clout and engagement of young people in order to achieve progressive change in our country. Under Smith’s leadership, in 2008 Rock the Vote ran its most ambitious campaign ever, engaging more than 2.6 million young people to register and vote in the 2008 election.

Prior to Rock the Vote, Smith founded and directed Young Voter Strategies (YVS), a nonpartisan effort supported by The Pew Charitable Trusts to re-energize our democracy through developing tools, data and information for political campaigns and organizations to effectively run their own young voter programs. In 2006, YVS coordinated a national nonpartisan project with 15 organizations that collectively registered more than 500,000 young voters using innovative and replicable methods of voter outreach and played a large role in the young voter turnout increase in 2006. Prior to launching YVS, Smith served as the national field director for the PIRGs New Voters Project, the largest nonpartisan grassroots effort ever undertaken to register and mobilize young voters. The New Voters Project registered nearly 600,000 voters and conducted an intensive, multi-faceted get-out-the-vote effort to bring these newly registered voters to the polls on Election Day.  That year, youth turnout  was 11 percentage points higher than in 2000. Smith started her organizing career with Green Corps, a Field School for Environmental Organizing. 

Smith received a B.A. with honors in economics and public policy from Duke University.  For her work with young voters, Heather was named one of Campaign & Elections magazine’s Rising Stars in 2006 and featured in an Esquire magazine profile of the “Best & Brightest” in 2007. 

Chrissy Faessen, Deputy Director, Rock the Vote

Chrissy Faessen is the Deputy Director at Rock the Vote where she oversees RTV’s communication strategies, advertising, and marketing campaigns. Prior to joining Rock the Vote in 2008, Chrissy worked at DDB Issues & Advocacy, a global advertising and communications firm focusing on social and progressive issues.  At DDB, Chrissy developed campaigns and supported communication and marketing programs for clients such as the David and Lucile Packard Foundation, PATH, Philips Sonicare and HopeLab, just to name a few.  Her work included waging advocacy, public policy and advertising campaigns, including developing marketing strategies and placing stories in the top U.S. media outlets. She has a B.A. in communications with a concentration in journalism and public relations from George Mason University.

About Rock the Vote

Rock the Vote’s mission is to engage and build the political power of young people in order to achieve progressive change in our country.  Rock the Vote uses music, popular culture and new technologies to engage and incite young people to register and vote in every election. And we give young people the tools to identify, learn about, and take action on the issues that affect their lives, and leverage their power in the political process.  Rock the Vote is creative, effective, and controlled by nobody’s agenda but our own – we tell it like it is and pride ourselves on being a trusted source for information on politics.  We empower the 44 million young people in America who want to step up, claim their voice in the political process, and change the way politics is done. www.RockTheVote.com

